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dale. This period, however, was too brief to fix any early
Highland impressions on the memory of the future geologist,
although he used afterwards to say that he ought to have his
Celtic proclivities fully developed, for he had been nursed
by the " sonsie " miller's wife of Tarrada' j, who hushed him
to sleep with Gaelic lullabies, and no doulfc, after the fashion
of the country, gave him now and then, when he whimpered,
a taste of the famous whisky distilled on the adjoining
lands of Ferrintosh.

These three years of infancy formed the only prolonged
residence which Sir Roderick Murchison ever made in the
Highlands. His later visits were only for a few weeks at a
time in summer or autumn. That early stay at Tarradale
might have been indefinitely prolonged, so as to change the
whole tenor of his life, had his father's health continued good.
A delicacy, however, brought on probably by his Indian
experiences, induced Mr. Murchison to quit his northern
home for a milder residence in the south of England.

Among the earliest recollections which his son Roderick
retained was one dating from the time of this southward
migration. These were the days of highwaymen, and the
party had journeyed armed. The father, always anxious
that his son and heir should be a manly little fellow, pre-
sented one day a pistol at his head, bidding him stand fire.
His wife, fortunately, was sitting by and snatched away

of the Provost of Dingwall, Eoss-shire. When my father married he pro-
posed that the bride's great friend and bridesmaid should stay with them.
Finding that she was in very delicate health, he attended to all her ail-
ments for a year or more, and when I was brought into the world, the first
young lady's lap on which I was dandled was that of the mother of the
present Chancellor of the Exchequer. She has often told me this herself,
and has expressed how much she owed to my father for his kind medical
attention."daughter Macleod, in Glenelg, who sent them a
